Harvard Center for Hellenic Studies
April 30, 2016

Democracy and Civic Participation in Greek Cities under Roman Imperial Rule:
Political Practice and Culture in the Post-Classical Period
Cédric Brélaz
University of Strasbourg
cbrelaz@chs.harvard.edu

Bibliography
C. Brélaz, “Les bienfaiteurs, ‘sauveurs’ et ‘fossoyeurs’ de la cité hellénistique? Une approche historiographique
de l’évergétisme”, in O. Curty (ed.), L’huile et l’argent. Gymnasiarchie et évergétisme dans la Grèce hellénistique,
Fribourg, 2009, 37-56.
—, “La vie démocratique dans les cités grecques à l’époque impériale romaine. Notes de lectures et
orientations de la recherche”, Topoi 18.2 (2013), 367-399.
S. Carlsson, Hellenistic Democracies. Freedom, Independence and Political Procedure in Some East Greek City-States,
Stuttgart, 2010.
A. Chaniotis, “Illusions of Democracy in the Hellenistic World”, Athens Dialogues, November 2010:
http://athensdialogues.chs. harvard.edu.
G. E. M. De Ste. Croix, The Class Struggle in the Ancient Greek World, London, 1981.
S. Dmitriev, City Government in Hellenistic and Roman Asia Minor, Oxford, 2005.
H. Fernoux, Le Demos et la Cité. Communautés et assemblées populaires en Asie Mineure à l’époque impériale, Rennes,
2011.
J.-L. Ferrary, “Les Romains de la République et les démocraties grecques”, Opus 6-8 (1987-1989), 203-216.
P. Fröhlich, “Les magistrats des cités grecques: image et réalité du pouvoir (IIe s. a.C. – Ier s. p.C.)”, in
H. Inglebert (ed.), Idéologies et valeurs civiques dans le Monde Romain, Paris, 2002, 75-92.
P. Fröhlich and C. Müller (eds.), Citoyenneté et participation à la basse époque hellénistique, Geneva–Paris, 2005.
Ph. Gauthier, “Les cités hellénistiques: épigraphie et histoire des institutions et des régimes politiques”, in
Πρακτικά του Η’ διεθνούς Συνεδρίου ελληνικής και λατινικής επιγραφικής (Αθήνα, 1982), Α’, Athens,
1984, 82-107.
—, Les cités grecques et leurs bienfaiteurs, Paris, 1985.
V. Grieb, Hellenistische Demokratie. Politische Organisation und Struktur in freien griechischen Poleis nach Alexander dem
Grossen, Stuttgart, 2008.
C. Habicht, “Ist ein ‘Honoratiorenregime’ das Kennzeichen der Stadt im späteren Hellenismus?”, in
M. Wörrle and P. Zanker (eds.), Stadtbild und Bürgerbild im Hellenismus, Munich, 1995, 87-92.
P. Hamon, “Élites dirigeantes et processus d’aristocratisation à l’époque hellénistique”, in H.-L. Fernoux and
C. Stein (eds.), Aristocratie antique. Modèles et exemplarité sociale, Dijon, 2007, 79-100.
—, “Démocraties grecques après Alexandre. À propos de trois ouvrages récents”, Topoi 16.2 (2009), 347-382.
M. H. Hansen (ed.), Démocratie athénienne, démocratie moderne: tradition et influences, Geneva-Vandoeuvres
(Entretiens de la Fondation Hardt), 2010.
A. Heller, “La cité grecque d’époque impériale: vers une société d’ordres?”, Annales (HSS) 64.2 (2009), 341373.
—, “Les institutions civiques grecques sous l’Empire: romanisation ou aristocratisation? ”, in P. Schubert
(eds.), Les Grecs héritiers des Romains, Geneva-Vandoeuvres (Entretiens de la Fondation Hardt), 2013, 201-240.
A. Kaldellis, The Byzantine Republic. People and Power in New Rome, Cambridge Mass., 2015.

2
C. T. Kuhn, “Emotionality in the political culture of the Graeco-Roman East: the role of acclamations”, in A.
Chaniotis (eds.), Unveiling Emotions. Sources and Methods for the Study of Emotions in the Greek World, Stuttgart, 2012,
295-316.
U. Kunnert, Bürger unter sich. Phylen in den Städten des kaiserzeitlichen Ostens, Basel, 2012.
J. H. W. G. Liebeschuetz, Decline and Fall of the Roman City, Oxford, 2001.
J. Ma, “Public Speech and Community in Dio Chrysostom’s Euboikos”, in S. Swain (ed.), Dio Chrysostom.
Politics, Letters, and Philosophy, Oxford, 2000, 108-124.
F. Millar, “The Greek City in the Roman Period”, in M. H. Hansen (ed.), The Ancient Greek City-State,
Copenhagen, 1993, 232-260.
A. C. Miller, Corinthian Democracy. Democratic Discourse in 1 Corinthians, Eugene, OR (Princeton Theological
Monograph Series, 220), 2015.
J. Ober and C. Hedrick (eds.), Demokratia: A Conversation on Democracies, Ancient and Modern, Princeton 1996.
P. Porena, “Forme di partecipazione politica cittadina e contatti con il potere imperiale”, in F. Amarelli (ed.),
Politica e partecipazione nelle città dell’Impero Romano, Rome, 2005, 13-92
F. Quass, Die Honoratiorenschicht in den Städten des griechischen Ostens. Untersuchungen zur politischen und sozialen
Entwicklung in hellenistischer und römischer Zeit, Stuttgart, 1993.
G. Salmeri, “Reconstructing the Political Life and Culture of the Greek Cities of the Roman Empire”, in O.M.
van Nijf and R. Alston (eds.), Political Culture in the Greek City after the Classical Age, Leiden, 2011, 197-214.
J. Touloumakos, Der Einfluss Roms auf die Staatsform der griechischen Stadtstaaten des Festlandes und der Inseln im ersten
und zweiten Jhdt. v. Chr., Göttingen, 1967.
M. Wörrle, “Maroneia im Umbruch. Von der hellenistischen zur kaiserzeitlichen Polis”, Chiron 34 (2004), 149167.
A. Zuiderhoek, “On the Political Sociology of the Imperial Greek City”, GRBS 48 (2008), 417-445.

3
Sources
1. Livy 34.51.5-6.
T. Quinctius Flamininus [in Thessaly in 194 BC] chose the senate and magistrates mainly on the basis of
property and strove to make that element in the community more influential which found it advantageous to
have everything peaceful and quiet.
2. Syll3. 646. Decree of the Senate on the affairs of Thisbe, 170 BCE.
(…) About magistracies and about sanctuaries and revenues, that they [scil. the Thisbeans who remained in
Rome’s friendship] might have control of them; concerning this matter, it was resolved thus: that those who
entered our friendship before Gaius Lucretius brought up his army to the city of Thisbe should have control
for the next ten years. Resolved. (…)
3. Pausanias 7.16.9.
The walls of all the cities that had made war against Rome Mummius [in Achaea in 146 BC] demolished,
disarming the inhabitants, even before assistant commissioners were despatched from Rome, and when these
did arrive, he proceeded to put down democracies and to establish governments based on a property
qualification.
4. M. Ricl and H. Malay, EA 45 (2012), 73-87 (AE 2012, 1478-1479). Decrees from the Lydian city of
Julia Gordos, 1st cent. CE.
4a. Tatias (honoured) her father Attalos, Menandros his father-in-law, Kleon, Attalos their grandfather, the
relatives Attalos. Farewell! ‘If a lion’s heart did not lie in this grave, I would not have put my feet (next) to this
stele’. The People of Iulia and the People of Lora honoured Attalos, son of Dionysios with a golden wreath.
The (following) proposal was introduced by (the) strategoi Menandros, son of Demetrios, Lucius Antonius
<Eu>phron, Asklepides, son of Hephaistion, with the consent of Metrophanes, son of Neon, the secretary:
since Attalos, son of Dionysios – a man of perfect character belonging to a most noble family, who in the
offices entrusted to him most valiantly and loyally served his fatherland, and also provided his assistance in the
other needs, and who in the time of his own strategia, when the tribute-roll had been for many years in
disorder, through his own diligence, putting great efforts into it, set it straight and restored the (tribute)roll to
the People, a loving father to his daughter and affectionate (father-in-law) to his son-in-law, who treated his
daughter’s children with tender love and behaved with virtue and honesty towards his relatives, a man
excelling in moderation, and in every respect a man who had reached full measure of complete excellence –
(since he) has now departed to the unavoidable place, it was decreed by the Council and the People that the
baths be closed and Attalos be honoured with a marble statue and a painted image which will be set up in a
conspicuous place in the city, wherever Menandros, his son-in-law, chooses, and the following text be
inscribed: “The People honoured Attalos, son of Dionysios, a man who excelled in honesty, courage and
soundness of mind, for all his virtue”; moreover, a copy of the decree will be inscribed on a stele and erected
by the tomb. Whoever damages this stele or buries someone else, may he not find Goddess Thesmophoros
favourable.
4b. In the year 154, on the eighth day of the month Pereitios. Tatias honoured her son Attalos, Kleon his
brother, Apphias her husband, Tatias her father, Apphias her brother-in-law, Galates his foster-brother. The
proposal having been introduced by (the) strategoi Demainetos, son of Kleon, Apollonios, son of
Artemidoros, Papias, son of Apollonios, with the consent of the secretary of the People Platon, son of
Agemachos, it was decreed by the Council and the People of Iulia Gordos and the Roman businessmen: since
Attalos, son of Menandros – a generous man, most noble on his father’s and ancestors’ side, a dekaprotos,
who has performed every office and liturgy as agoranomos and strategos [and ste]phane[phoros] for several
terms [ ] for public good, and having set up(?) a fine example of distinction and glory, most devoted to the
citizens, most loving to his relatives, most perfect to his brother Kleon dekaprotos and most dignified patron
of the people in all its needs, and (having) what is also a part of the noblest praise – the affection for his
(immediate) family –, was now taken from life by the daemon who tramples down everything, having left the
greatest grief and sympathy to his brother and his mother and his wife and his [daughter], and (since) it is
proper that the ones who lived so gloriously and virtuously for their fatherland first be honoured [for
everything] while (still) alive and after their death be given a fitting funeral, on that account it was resolved
that the baths and workshops be closed during his funeral, and that Attalos be ho[noured] with a painted
portrait overlaid with gold and a gold portrait and a [marble] statue, and be escorted to the grave by his
fatherland, and that this decree be read out aloud at his funeral for the consolation of his family: “The People
of Iulia Gordos honoured Attalos, son of Menandros for all his dignity and virtue”; let this decree be inscribed
on the grave, as well. If somebody damages this stele or buries someone else, may he not find Goddess
Thesmophoros favourable.
5. AE 2006, 1426. Decree from Akmonia, 68 CE.
(…) Markos Iounios Loupos, son of Markos, from the tribe Sabatina, archon for the second time : I
introduced the proposal ; Menekrates son of Kokos, archon for the second time : I introduced the proposal ;
Glykon son of Menophantos, archon : I introduced the proposal. Dogmatographoi drawn by lots: Phoinix son of
Phoinix, Alexandros son of Alexandros, Philippos son of Philippos Praxias. Ratified the sixth day before the
Ides of April when P. Galerius Trachalus and L. Silius Italicus were consuls, the year 152, the 17th of the
month Artemision. Votes registered by Hermogenes, public slave. (…)

4
6. IAph2007 11.16. Decree from Aphrodisias, mid-first century CE.
[--- because of] his generosity to the People, behaving with goodwill for the common interest in all things,
having continuously provided everything that was deserving of honour. In return for which the People gave
and decreed for him burial and funerary rites in the city, in the public ergasteria opposite the Councilchamber, returning his goodwill as stated in the decree. Now, when the Council was discussing these matters,
Adrastos came forward, being on this occasion too concerned for his native city and, unwilling that the
income of the city should be reduced, but preferring what was helpful for the city, thought it proper that the
place of the tomb should be relocated in ?his own ergasteria; it was decided by the Council and the People
that, while the original decree of a tomb should stand, he should be allowed to prepare the Heroon in ?his
own ergasteria.
7. IGR IV 145. Decree from Cyzicus, 37 CE.
(…) the people, considering their presence [scil. the king of Thrace and his relatives] to be most pleasing, with
all zeal directed the magistrates to introduce a decree of welcome to them through which they should give
thanks to them through their mother Tryphaena for the benefactions she desired to give to the city, and to
make plan also the attitude of the people to them. Therefore the people voted to praise (…).
8. Dio Chrysostom, Euboean Discourse (V II), 24-26.
A big crowd (ochlos) herded in [in the theatre] together and a tremendous uproar and shouting, so that I
thought they were all fighting with one another. (…) Now at first the crowd deliberated on other matters for a
considerable while, and they kept up a shouting, at one time in gentle fashion and all of them in cheerful
mood, as they applauded certain speakers, but at other times with vehemence and in wrath. (…) And other
men would come forward, or stand up where they were, and address the multitude (plethos), sometimes using a
few words, at other times making long speeches.
9. SEG LI 1813. Transcription of acclamations from Termessos, mid-third cent. CE. Transl. C. Kuhn.
Let him who (acts) on behalf of the city reside! Let him who (acts) on behalf of peace reside! This is of benefit
to the city! A decree for the brigand chaser! Let the well-born brigand chaser guard the city! Let him who has
killed brigands guard the city! Let him who has often acted as legal representative (ekdikos) for the city guard
the city! (…)
10. Plutarch, Life of Publicola, 10.7.
Wishing now to make not only himself but also the government, instead of formidable, submissive and
agreeable to the multitude, he removed the axes from the lictors’ rods, and when he came into the assembly,
inclined and lowered the rods themselves to the people, emphasizing the majesty of the Republic (demokratia).
11. Pausanias 1.3.3.
A portico is built behind with pictures of the gods called the Twelve. On the wall opposite are painted
Theseus, Democracy and Demos. The picture represents Theseus as the one who gave the Athenians political
equality. By other means also has the report spread among men that Theseus bestowed sovereignty upon the
people, and that from his time they continued under a democratical government, until Peisistratus rose up and
became despot.
12. Plutarch, On monarchy, democracy, and oligarchy, 826C-827C.
(…) We must consider what is the best form of government (politeia). (…) There are three forms of
government, monarchy, oligarchy, and democracy, a comparison of which is given by Herodotus in his third
book. (…) But if he [the statesman, o politikos aner] were given the choice among governments, like so many
tools, he would follow Plato’s advice and choose no other than monarchy, the only one which is able to
sustain that top note of virtue, high in the highest sense, and never let it be tuned down under compulsion or
expediency.
13. Dio Chrysostom, Third Discourse on Kingship (III), 47.
(…) possibly the most impracticable one of all [the forms of government], the one that expects by the selfcontrol and virtue of the common people (demos) some day to find an equitable constitution based on law.
Men call it “democracy” —a specious and inoffensive name, if the thing were but practicable (dunaton).
14. Aelius Aristides, Praise of Rome, 36-38.
Your state [the state of the Roman Emperor] is administered like a single city, and you choose governors for
the whole world as if it were one city holding an election. They are to protect and care for the governed, not
to be their masters. (…) You might say that people are now ruled by the legate only as much as they please. Is
not this better than any democracy?
15. SEG LI 1832; AE 2007, 1512a. Stadiasmos Patarensis, 43 CE.
To the Emperor Claudius (…), the Lycians, who are the friends of the Romans and of Caesar, faithful allies,
for they were freed by his divine providence from civil war, from anarchy and from brigandage and for they
recovered concord, equality in administration of justice and their ancestral laws (patrioi nomoi), whereas the
government (politeia) was transferred from the thoughtless multitude (plethos) to the councillors who were
selected from among the best (aristoi) (…).
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16. Plutarch, On monarchy, democracy, and oligarchy, 826E.
Monarchy, oligarchy, and democracy appear to be the most typical forms of government; for the others, as
happens in musical scales when the strings of the primary notes are relaxed or tightened, turn out to be errors
and corruptions through deficiency or excess. Of these forms of government, which have achieved the widest
and greatest power in their periods of dominion, (…) the Athenians received as their lot democracy selfgoverning and uncontrolled (autonomon kai akraton demokratian).
17. Aristotle, Pol., 4.4.3 (1291b).
This therefore is one kind of democracy (eidos demokratias), where the offices are held on propertyqualifications, but these low ones.

